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INTHEMATTEROF

BARNELLL WILLIAMS AGENCYTRACKINGNO 5120031

DECISIONANDORDER

BarnellL Williamsknowinglyfailedtofilethreecampaignfinancedisclosurereportsas

requiredbylaw TheBoardofEthics actinginitscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeon

CampaignFinanceDisclosure mayimposeuponBarnellL Williamsadditionalcivilpenaltiesas

allowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 a and b

APPEARANCES

AnadjudicatoryhearingwasconductedNovember19 2020 inBatonRouge Louisiana

1beforePanelBoftheEthicsAdjudicatoryBoard EAB CharlesReevesappearedascounselon

behalfoftheBoardofEthics BOE Althoughdulynoticed BarnellL Williams Respondent

2didnotappearforthehearing

STATEMENTOFTHECASE

TheBOErequestedthattheEABconductanadjudicatoryhearingtodeterminewhether

pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 a Respondentwasmorethansixdayslatefilinghis30P

campaignfinancedisclosurereportfortheOctober12 2019 primaryelectionfortheofficeof

WestBatonRougeParishSheriff TheBOEalsorequestedthattheEABconductanadjudicatory

hearingtodeterminewhether pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 a Respondentwasmorethan

1ThePanelconsistsofAdministrativeLawJudgesGregoryMcDonald AnthonyRusso andEdwinL Hightower
JudgeHightowerisanalternatepanelmemberthatservedduetotheunavailabilityofanotherEABpanelmember
2SeeBOE14



sixdayslatefilinghis10PcampaignfinancedisclosurereportfortheOctober12 2019 primary

electionfortheofficeofWestBatonRougeParishSheriff TheBOEalsorequestedthattheEAB

conductanadjudicatoryhearingtodeterminewhether pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 b

Respondentwasmorethanelevendayslatefilinghis10Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereportfor

3therelatedgeneralelectionfortheofficeofWestBatonRougeParishSheriff Ifthe30Por10

Pcampaignfinancedisclosurereportswerefiledmorethansixdayslate orifthe10Gcampaign

financedisclosureformwasfiledmorethanelevendayslate LA RS 1815054A 4 would

authorizetheBOEtoimposeuponRespondentadditionalcivilpenaltiesofupto 10000perlate

report

Attheadjudicatoryhearing BOEoffereditsexhibits numberedBOE1throughBOE14

whichwereadmittedintoevidence Additionally therecordremainedopenuntilNovember25

2020 topermittheBOEtosubmitacopyofdocumentationshowingthepersonalsignatureof

RespondentonBOE2 page2 TheBOEtimelyfiledthedocumentationintotherecord

Subsequently therecordwasclosedandthematterwassubmittedfordecision

ThisadjudicationisconductedinaccordancewiththeCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct

CFDA La RS 181481etseq theCodeofGovernmentalEthics La RS 421101etseq

andtheAdministrativeProcedureAct La RS 49950etseq

FINDINGSOFFACT

RespondentwasanunsuccessfulcandidatefortheofficeofWestBatonRougeParish

4Sheriff inaprimaryelectionheldOctober12 2019 TheofficeofWestBatonRougeParish

5Sheriffisa district leveloffice asitisaparishwideelectedoffice Respondentwasdefeated

3November16 2019wasthescheduledgeneralelectiondatefortheOctober12 2019primaryelection
4SeeBOE2 page2Seealso Respondentadmitted byoperationofLa CCP art 1467A thathewasacandidate
fortheofficeofWestBatonRougeParishSheriff BOE10 page4 BOE11 andBOE12
5SeeBOE4 page2
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67intheprimaryelection ThegeneralelectionfortheofficewasheldNovember16 2019

Respondentwasrequiredtofileacampaignfinancedisclosurereportthirtydayspriortothe

primaryelection alsoknownasa30P dueonSeptember12 2019 acampaignfinance

disclosurereporttendayspriortotheprimaryelection alsoknownasa10P dueonOctober2

2019 andacampaignfinancedisclosurereporttendayspriortothegeneralelection alsoknown

8asthe10G dueonNovember6 2019

TheBOEistheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosureunderthe

9CFDA Electioncandidates whenqualifyingattheirrespectiveclerksofcourt areprovidedwith

10BOEsScheduleofReportingandFilingDatesforCandidates Schedule TheSchedule

informedRespondentthatthe30PreportwasdueSeptember12 2019 the10Preportwasdue

11October2 2019 andthe10GreportwasdueNovember6 2019 Uponqualifyingtorunfor

office RespondentalsoacknowledgedthathewassubjecttotheprovisionsoftheCampaign

12FinanceDisclosureAct

13Respondentdidnotfiletherequired30Preportbytheduedate September12 2019

14TheBOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrderandassessedafineof 200000forthisviolation

Respondentwasnotifiedintheletteraccompanyingtheorderthathecouldbesubjecttoan

additionalcivilpenaltyofupto 1000000 pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 ifhefailedto

6BOE3 page2
7BOE4
8BOE4
9La RS 18148319
10SeeBOE4
11Id
12BOE2 page2 TheCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct La RS 181481etseq alsoprovidesthesameschedule
ofreportsdueSeeLa RS 1814954B 3 5
13BOE9Seealso BOERespondentadmitted byoperationofLa CCP art 1467A thathedidnotfilea30P
campaignfinancedisclosurereportinconnectionwiththeOctober12 2019 primaryelectionfortheofficeofWest
BatonRougeParishSheriff BOE10 page4 BOE11 andBOE12
14BOE6
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1516filethereport The30PreporthadnotbeenfiledasofOctober5 2020

17Respondentdidnotfiletherequired10Preportbytheduedate October2 2019 The

18BOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrderandassessedafineof 200000forthisviolation

Respondentwasnotifiedintheletteraccompanyingtheorderthathecouldbesubjecttoan

additionalcivilpenaltyofupto 1000000 pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 ifhefailedto

1920filethereport The10PreporthadnotbeenfiledasofOctober5 2020

21Respondentdidnotfiletherequired10GreportbytheduedateofNovember6 2019

22inconnectionwiththeOctober12 2019primary TheBOEissuedaLateFeeAssessmentOrder

23andassessedafineof 200000forthisviolation Respondentwasnotifiedintheletter

accompanyingtheorderthathecouldbesubjecttoanadditionalcivilpenaltyofupto 1000000

24pursuanttoLa RS 1815054A 4 ifhefailedtofilethereport The10Greporthadnotbeen

25filedasofOctober5 2020

RespondentfailedtoappearforthehearingorrespondtotheLateFeeAssessmentOrders

andaccompanyingletters despitenoticeofthehearing LateFeeAssessmentOrdersand

26accompanyinglettersbeingsenttohislastknownaddress

15BOE7
16BOE9
17BOE9SeealsoBOERespondentadmitted byoperationofLa CCP art 1467A thathedidnotfilea10P
campaignfinancedisclosurereportinconnectionwiththeOctober12 2019 primaryelectionfortheofficeofWest
BatonRougeParishSheriff BOE10 page4 BOE11 andBOE12
18BOE7
19Id page1
20BOE9
21November16 2019wasthescheduledgeneralelectiondatefortheOctober12 2019primaryelection
22Respondentadmitted byoperationofLa CCP art 1467A thathedidnotfilea10Gcampaignfinance
disclosurereportinconnectionwiththeOctober12 2019 primaryelectionfortheofficeofWestBatonRougeParish
Sheriff BOE10 page5 BOE11 andBOE12
23BOE8
24Id page1
25BOE9
26BOE6 BOE7 BOE8 BOE11 BOE12 BOE13 BOE14
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CONCLUSIONSOFLAW

La RS 1815054A 4 a and b oftheCFDAprovidethatif afterconductingan

adjudicatoryhearing theEABdeterminesthatacandidateknowinglyfailedtofiletherequired

campaignfinancedisclosurereport orfileditmorethansixdays La RS 1815054A 4 a or

elevendays La RS 1815054A 4 b late thentheBOE functioningastheSupervisory

CommitteeonCampaignFinanceDisclosure mayimposeuponthecandidateadditionalcivil

penaltiesnottoexceed 1000000perreport

InhearingsundertheCFDAbeforetheEAB theBOEmustprovebyclearandconvincing

evidencethatthecandidateknowinglyfailedtofilearequiredcampaignfinancedisclosurereport

orfileditmorethansixorelevendayslate Arebuttablepresumptionofintentnottofilereports

existswhenacandidatefailstosubmitanyrequiredreportwithinthreedaysafterthefinaldatefor

27itsfiling

TheofficeofWestBatonRougeParishSheriffisa district leveloffice asitisaparish

28wideelectedoffice TheBOEprovedRespondentfailedtotimelyfilethreecampaignfinance

disclosurereportsasacandidateforthatofficeintheOctober2019primaryelection Every

candidatefor district publicoffice orhiscampaigntreasurer whoknowinglyfailstotimely

filearequiredreportmaybeassessedacivilpenaltyintheamountof 60perday nottoexceed

292000 TheBOEassessedthemaximumamountof 200000foreachmissingreport asthe

30requiredreportswerenotfiledbyday35ofthereportsbeinglate Knowinglyandwillfully

27SeeLa RS 4211415C Clearandconvincingevidence ingeneral meansthatthefactofguiltmustbeproven
toagreaterdegreethanby amerepreponderanceoftheevidence butlessthanby beyondareasonabledoubt
LouisianaStateBarAssnv Edwins 329So 2d437 442 La 1976
27La RS 1815051A
28La RS 18148311 La RS 1814841 BOE4 page2
29La RS 1815054A 2 a ii
306000multipliedby35daysequals 210000 whichexceedsthestatutorymaximuminLa RS
1815054A 2 a ii
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31meansconductwhichcouldhavebeenavoidedthroughtheexerciseofduediligence

Byknowinglyfailingtofiletherequiredreports RespondentviolatedtheCFDA andmay

32beassessedacivilpenaltyupto 1000000bytheBOEforeachreport

Respondentfailedtofilehis30PcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbySeptember12

2019 hefailedtofilehis10PcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbyOctober2 2019 andhe

failedtofilehis10GcampaignfinancedisclosurereportbyNovember6 2019 AsofOctober5

2020 hehadnotfiledanyofthethreereports Respondentismorethansixdayslateinfilinghis

30Pcampaignfinancedisclosurereport Respondentismorethansixdayslateinfilinghis10P

campaignfinancedisclosurereport Respondentismorethanelevendayslateinfilinghis10G

campaignfinancedisclosurereport

TheEABconcludesthatboththestatuteandtheinstructionsprovidedintheSchedule

preparedbytheBOEcontemplatethatacandidateintheprimaryelection likeRespondent must

filea10Greport evenwherehedoesnotparticipateinthegeneralelection Thestatuterequiring

thefilingofthe10Greport La RS 1814954B 5 provides

B Areportshallbefiledbyacandidateforeachregularlyscheduledelectionin
whichthecandidateparticipatesaccordingtothefollowingschedule

5 Eachcandidateshallfileareportnolaterthanthetenthdaypriortothe
generalelectionwhichshallbecompletethroughthetwentiethdaypriorto
thegeneralelection Thisshallbethefinalreportfortheelectionforany
candidatewhodoesnotparticipateinthegeneralelection unless
supplementalreportsarerequiredasprovidedinSubsectionDofthis
Section Emphasisadded

33TheScheduleofReportingandFilingDatesinformedRespondentthe10Greportwas

34dueNovember6 2019 TheSchedulealsoadvisedRespondentthata10Greportwasrequired

31La RS 1815055
32La RS 1815054A 4
33BOE4
34Id
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ofallcandidatesintheprimaryelection Finally the10Greportcoverscontributionsand

expendituresfromSeptember23 2019 throughOctober27 2019 aperiodwhichisnotcovered

35bythe30Pand10Preports

36TheSchedule informedRespondentthe30PreportwasdueSeptember12 2019 the10

37PreportwasdueOctober2 2019 andthe10GreportwasdueNovember6 2019 TheSchedule

alsoadvisedRespondentthata30P a10P anda10Greportwererequiredofallcandidatesfor

a district officeintheprimaryelection

TheBOEprovedRespondent acandidatefor district office failedtofilea30Preport

anda10Preportmorethansixdaysafterthereports duedate TheBOEprovedRespondent a

candidatefor district office failedtofilea10Greportmorethanelevendaysafterthereports

duedate TheBOE initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeforCampaignFinance

Disclosure mayimposeadditionalcivilpenaltiesasauthorizedLa RS 1815054A 4 a and

b nottoexceedtenthousanddollars 1000000 foreachlatereport

THISSPACEINTENTIONALLYLEFTBLANK

35Id
36BOE4
37Id
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ORDER

ITISORDEREDthatthe201930PcampaignfinancedisclosurereportofBarnellL

Williamsismorethansixdayslate andtheBoardofEthicsmayimposeuponBarnellL Williams

anadditionalcivilpenaltyasallowedbyLa RS 1815054A 4 a

ITISFURTHERORDEREDthatthe201910Pcampaignfinancedisclosurereportof

BarnellL Williamsismorethansixdayslate andtheBoardofEthicsmayimposeuponBarnell

L WilliamsanadditionalcivilpenaltyasallowedbyLa RS1815054A 4 a

ITISFURTHERORDEREDthatthe201910Gcampaignfinancedisclosurereportof

BarnellL Williamsismorethanelevendayslate andtheBoardofEthicsmayimposeupon

BarnellL WilliamsanadditionalcivilpenaltyasallowedbyLa RS1815054A 4 b

RenderedandsignedonDecember14 2020inBatonRouge Louisiana

h
GregoryMcDonald
PresidingAdministrativeLawJudge

AnthonyRusso
AdministrativeLawJudge

EdwinL Hightower
AdministrativeLawJudge

NOTICEOFTRANSMISSIONOFDECISIONORORDER

Icertifythaton IhavesentacopyofTuesday December15 2020
thisdecisionordertoallpartiesofthismatter

ClerkofCourt
DivisionofAdministrativeLaw
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REVIEWRIGHTS

Thisdecisionexhaustsyouradministrativeremedies Ifyouaredissatisfiedwiththis
ruling youmayhavetherighttoseekarehearingorreconsiderationofthisdecisionororder
subjecttothegroundsforandtimelimitationsprovidedinLouisianaRevisedStatute49959and
LouisianaCodeofCivilProcedurearticle5059 Todetermineyourreviewrights youshouldact
promptlyandseeklegaladvice

Torequestarehearingorreconsideration sendittooneoftheaddressesindicatedbelow

EMAILdocumentsto MAILdocumentsto
EABprocessing@adminlawstatelausDAL EABSection

ATTN EABSectionDeputyClerk
FAXdocumentsto P O Box44033

EABSectionDeputyClerkBatonRouge LA708044033
225 2199820

Ifyoudonotrequestarehearingofyourdecisionoryourrehearingrequestisdenied you
havetherighttoseekjudicialreviewinaccordancewithLa RS 49964 La RS 421142A 1
andLa CCP art 5059 Todetermineyourreviewrights youshouldactpromptlyandseeklegal
advice
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